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To  liis  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldemen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Borough  of  Dorchester. 


Mr.  Muvor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I hs-'^e  the  honour  to  present  ray  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  CEnitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester  for  the  year  1959* 

It  -.-n-itten  on  the  lines  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Th).;iumber  of  infectious  diseases  both  notifiable  and  non-notifiable 
have  oeur.  very  varied  during  the  year.  An  outbreak  of  Influenza  commenced 
in  February  affecting  the  older  school  children,  on  one  day  321  children 
were  .-.boeut  from  one  school  and  later  the  illness  spread  to  the  younger 
children  and  adults.  Six  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  attributed  to  Influenza, 

Hu’ing  July  and  August  a number  of  school  children  were  reported  as 
suffering  from  an  illness  resembling  poliomyelitis,  all  attended  a school 
in  the  Pcrou.gh.  Investigation  of  two  of  the  cases  in  hospital  proved  them 
not  to  be  due  to  poliomyelitis,  but  probably  due  to  a virus  infection.  The 
illness  was  mild  in  character, 

A case  of  dysentery  (sonne  type)  was  notified  in  November,  investigation 
revealed  other  cases,  mainly  occurring  in  one  school.  Every  child  who  was 
absent  from  school  was  checked  and  samples  taken  if  necessary.  All  the 
general  practitioners  in  the  area  were  informed  and  a copy  of  the  method  of 
control  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  to  them.  I would 
like  to  exp-ress  my  thanks  for  their  very  full  and  helpful  co-operation.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  were  kept  informed  of  the  number  of  cases.  The  outbreak 
continued  until  the  end  of  March  i960. 

Four  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified,  one  was  associated  with  a 
small  outbreak  in  the  surrounding  district  and  was  due  to  a food  poisoning 
germ  not  cccmmonly  found  in  this  country. 

A rather  rare  complication  of  a case  of  mumps  was  reported,  investigation 
in  hospital  tniggested  it  may  have  been  meningitis. 

4,074  persons  from  the  Borough  received  poliomyelitis  injections  at  the 
Clinic  during  the  year,  2,6l6  of  these  were  boosters.  The  response  up  to 
the  25  yeaj:s  age  group  can  be  considered  satisfactory.  Apart  from  these 
figures,  numerous  injections  have  been  given  by  doctors  in  general  practice. 
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The  throughput  of  animals  passing  through  the  slaughterhouses  this  year 
reached  the  figure  of  80,000,  This  is  an  enormous  figure  for  a town  of  the 
size  of  Dorchester.  The  inspection  of  such  a number  is  worsened  by  the 
prolonged  hours  of  slaughter,  which  included  early  mornings  and  late  nights, 
plus  weekends. 

The  Couricil  has  asked  for  reports  on  numerous  occasions  in  an  endeavour 
to  provide  a satisfactory  meat  inspection.  In  1958  an  attempt  was  made  to 
reorganise  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  this  was  fairly  satisfactory 
f7’C'm  0.  meat  inspection  angle  but  only  at  the  expense  of  the  ordinary  public 
heuJ. ' h oo-'-k,  which  as  I have  stated  previously,  was  not  adequately  being 
carr’l'-ud  out.  As  a result  the  Council  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  an 
ad!Ji’ULO;;•^iJ.  inspector,  three  applications  were  received. 

For  some  years  both  slaughterhouse  companies  had  made  voluntary 
conbrirotions  on  a throughput  basis  and  unfortunately  at  this  juncture 
one  of  companies  informed  the  Council  that  they  found  they  were 
unj.oj.e  to  ci^ntinue  their  contribution,  so  the  appointment  of  the  additional 
insxjoc.'^cu’  was  deferred. 

Fr'llov/ing  on  this,  a special  report  was  made  to  the  Council  and  it  was 
decided  that  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Health  Department  should  continue  but 
at  the  ^••‘iperse  of  the  meat  inspection, 

A fLutuer  report  was  made  to  the  Council  stressing  the  possible  dangers 
to  health  which  may  arise  from  less  than  a hundred  percent  inspection  and 
suggested  that  a delegation  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  A number  of 
councillors  visited  the  Ministry  in  July  and  later  a representative  of  the 
Ministry  visited  Dorchester  for  an  informal  discussion. 

A'i  a re  S’ lit  it  was  agreed  that  an  endeavour  shoiild  be  made  to  carry  out 
a hundred  perv..ent  inspection  and  this  necessitated  the  appointment  of  a third 
inspector,  Lhifortunately,  three  advertisements  have  failed  to  produce  an 
insoectoi'. 


It  appears  that  only  a small  number  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  are 
interested  in  meat  inspection.  This  is  not  suprising  because  the  posts 
are  arduous,  monotonous  and  often  involve  long  hours,  so  they  have  little 
home  ].ifo  and  so  the  appointments  usually  command  a much  higher  salary. 

The  main  effort  expended  in  building  houses  was  the  completion  of  96 
houses  for  the  Atomic  Energy  Authority  and  while  this  was  very  commendable, 
only  10  houses  for  old  people  were  built  during  the  year,  knowing  that  there 
are  over  108  unfit  houses  still  occupied  and  that  no  houses  are  in  the  process 
of  erectr-./u  an  all  out  effort  should  be  made  to  build  to  rehouse  the 
unfortunav-f.'  people  in  the  substandard  properties,  especially  when  subsidies 
are  availaH.e  at  present  for  replacing  of  unfit  houses. 
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A section  of  the  population  which  are  long  overdue  for  consideration 
are  the  handicapped  persons,  who  often  are  unable  to  negotiate  stairs  and 
if  living  in  upstairs  or  basement  rooms,  are  confined  to  live  in  the  one 
room  unless  helped  by  other  people.  A special  subsidy  for  rehousing  in 
single  floor  houses  would  be  a very  humane  act. 

Attendance  at  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  in  October  from  the  Borough 
and  Rural  District  was  3#255|  males  being  1,659>  females  being  1,596  and 
of  these  1,924  bad  been  X-rayed  before.  In  addition,  visits  are  made  to 
various  hospitals  and  institutions,  A recent  innovation  has  been  the 
fortnightly  visit  of  a smaller  unit  to  Dorchester  to  which  local  doctors 
can  refer  cases.  No  separate  figures  are  available  for  this  district  but 
for  the  Wessex  Regional  Hospital  Area,  the  number  of  cases  in  1959  of  lung 
tuberculosis  discovered  was  122,  this  represents  a rate  of  2.33  per  thousand. 
Of  these,  47  were  diagnosed  as  active.  Other  abnormalities  numbered  316, 
this  included  37  cases  of  lung  cancer,  this  was  the  highest  figure  ever 
recorded  for  this  disease. 

I would  again  thank  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  help  during  the  year,  also  ray  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their 
ready  co-operation,  especially  Mr.  Allard  and  the  rest  of  the  Public  Health 
staff  for  their  continued  support,  often  under  difficult  conditions,  during 
the  year. 


Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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GEL'IERAL  STATISTICS 


(Figures  Tor  1958  shown  in  brackets) 


Area 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

• » • 

• • • 

1,575  ac; 

Resident  population 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

ll,6o0 

Number  of  houses  inhabited 

at  the 

end  of  : 

1959 

3,578 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March, 

I960) 

• 0 • 

• • t 

£191,390 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Ra 

,te  (1959-1960) 

• • • 

£760 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Population  - Estimate 

for  Bid 

:-ths  and 

Deaths 

ll,6o0 

Comparability  Factor 

Births 

1.07 

Deaths 

0.86 

Births 

Males 

Females  Toj^l 

Legitimate 

92 

71 

163 

Illegitimate 

7 

Totals 

95 

75 

170 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Deaths  - All  Causes 


71 


.JL 

1 

78 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  (infant  Mortality) 

1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  (Neo-hatal  Mortality) 

1 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


1 


2 

2_ 

149 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  (Early  h'eo-iJatal  Mortality) 

Legitimate  1 - 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


(11,930) 

(3,450) 

183,033) 

(£735) 


(153) 


(4) 

(158) 


(1) 


(-) 


1 


1 


1959 

1958 

19i7 

Birth  Rate  x Comparability  Factor  , , . 

..  15.6 

12.9 

17.12 

Birth  Rate  for  En  land  and  Wales  ... 

. . lo . 5 

I0.4 

16.0 

Death  Rate  x Comparability  Factor  ... 

11.0 

12.1 

10.28 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

11.6 

11.7 

10.18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ... 

5.9 

0.5 

16.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales, 

22.0 

22.5 

23.0 

DEATHS  F1:0M  ALL  CAUSES 

Hales 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. . . ... 

.. 

•w. 

■ . 

(1) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ...  ... 

. . 

(-) 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ... 

. , 

- 

(") 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ... 

, . 

“ 

- 

(--) 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ... 

. . 

- 

- 

(-) 

s vvo  •••  ••• 

. . 

- 

- 

(-) 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ... 

. . 

- 

- 

(») 

Measles  ...  ...  ... 

. . - 

- 

- 

(") 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. . “ 

- 

- 

(1) 

Cancer  of  stomach  ...  ... 

. . ” 

1 

1 

(2) 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus  ...  ... 

1 

2 

3 

(6) 

Cancer  of  breast...  ...  ... 

. . “ 

4 

4 

(4) 

Cancer  of  uterus...  ...  ... 

. . ■=- 

- 

- 

(2) 

Other  Cancers  ...  ...  ... 

7 

10 

17 

(12) 

Acute  ijiaemia  ...  ... 

. . - 

1 

1 

(1) 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

. . -• 

- 

- 

(1) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system... 

13 

13 

26 

(21) 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  ...  ... 

..  12 

6 

IS 

(20) 

High  Blood  Pressure  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

6 

8 

(4) 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

13 

16 

29 

(34) 

Other  circulatory  disease...  ... 

2 

4 

6 

(6) 

Influenza  ...  ...  ... 

2 

4 

6 

(1) 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

3 

4 

7 

(12) 

Bronchitis  ...  ... 

2 

- 

2 

(8) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

. . - 

1 

1 

(1) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , . . 

. . 2 

- 

2 

(2) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea... 

. . - 

- 

_ 

(1) 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

, . - 

1 

1 

(”) 

Hyperplosir  of  prostate  ...  ... 

3 

3 

(2) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  a.bortion  ... 

. . - 

- 

- 

(-) 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ... 

. . - 

- 

- 

(1) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

4 

- 

(9) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

..  1 

- 

1 

(1) 

All  other  accidents  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

(1) 

Suicide 

..  1 

- 

1 

(2) 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ... 

71 

78 

149  ( 

153) 
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IKFECT  lOUS  DISMSES 


The  following  table  smiuarises  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
made  during  the  year  :~ 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Notified 

ge  periods 

0-  !■.  3,  5,  10^  ii-  25>-  45-  65-i-  ik.U.  TQltIL 


Gases 

admitted 

to 

hospitaJ- 


Deaths 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles  2 

Pneurflonia  - 

Dysentery 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Poliomyelitis  - 
Food 

Poisoning 

Encephalitis  - 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  2 

Meningitis 


- 131- 

8 5 23  3 “ 

- ~ 1 2 1 

1-321 

- “ - “ 4 


1 - - - 

5 3 2 - 

1 „ „ 

3 “ " “ 

2 1- 


5 - “ 

42  5 “ 

14  3 7 

8 1- 

7 7- 


4 


2 


2 


Sewer  sampling  by  means  of  Moore's  Swabs  enabled  the  department  to 
trace  a carrier  of  paratyphoid  B.  ^ILl  the  necessai*y  precautions  have  been 
adopted, 

sample  of  the  river  taken  at  Ten  Hatches  again  showed  pollution, 
bathing  in  the  river  is  not  to  be  recommended.  The  provision  of  a modern 
swimming  bath  would  be  an  asset  to  the  town. 
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Sonne  Dysentery . 


The  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery  coiTmienced  in  November,  the  first  case 
being  notified  on  the  21st,  and  continued  into  April  i960.  Up  to  Christmas 
the  cases  were  prcctically  all  confined  to  one  primary  school.  The  school 
staff  fully  co-operated  and  the  necessary  precautions  were  taken  at  the 
school,  including  disinfection  of  toilets.  Unfortunately  however,  there 
was  no  hot  water  available  for  washing  of  hands  in  the  sanitary  blocks,  it 
is  difficult  to  get  a child  to  wash  its  hands  at  any  time,  but  in  the  winter 
washing  hands  in  cold  water  increased  the  difficulties,  I would  add  that 
on  reporting  the  matter  to  the  managers,  a hot  water  supply  was  eventually 
obtained. 

For  the  first  four  weeks,  the  infection  was  confined  to  the  lower 
classes  and  in  fact  only  spread  sporadically  to  the  upper  classes,  this 
speaks  highly  of  the  efficiency  of  the  school  staff  and  the  intensive 
investigation  and  sampling  of  absentees  by  your  public  health  officers. 
During  the  last  five  days  of  the  term,  no  further  absentees  were  reported 
and  it  was  hoped  that  the  outbreak  l^ras  controlled.  However  after  the 
holidays,  further  cases  developed  and  some  individual  cases  occurred  in 
other  schools  but  never  to  the  extent  of  that  in  the  first  primary  school. 

The  last  case  was  notified  on  the  4'th  April  i960  and  in  all,  345 
samples  had  been  submitted  for  examination,  of  these  1S3  were  positive  and 
162  negative. 

Five  cases  occurred  in  food  handlers  and  vhth  the  very  helpful  co- 
operation of  the  patients  and  their  employers,  these  were  taken  off  the 
handling  of  food  until  three  consecutive  negative  saiiiples  were  obtained. 

The  family  doctors  co-operated  excellently  in  the  notification 
and  treatment  of  cases,  especially  food  handlers  and  I have  no  doubt 
the  medical  treatment  shortened  the  length  of  the  illness  and  also 
rendered  the  stools  negative  at  an  earlier  date, 

I would  add  that  the  outbreak  also  extended  to  the  adjoining  rural 
district  after  Christma,s  and  I an  afraid  we  exrbonded  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  to  its  utmost  in  submitting  hundreds  of  samples,  but 
they  wero  most  helpful  and  co-operative. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  1959?  the  follov/ing  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
were  notified  (figures  for  1958  shown  in  brackets) 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Respiratory  Non~Respiratory  Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

periods  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 

10  - - - 
15  11  - 

25  1-  - _ 

45-  - 1^ 

55-1 

65-1  - - 

Age 

Unknown  - - „„  - - 


TOTALS  ..  2(3)  3(2)  1(~)  -(-)  -(-)  -(1)  -(-)  -(-) 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

I v/ish  to  thank  once  again  Dr,  T,  V,  Cooper  of  the  County  Laboratory 
and  Dr,  G.  H,  Tee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  their  staff  for  their 
continued  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a table  of  specimens  submitted  to  the  Laboratories 
(Totals  for  1958  in  brackets) 


Throat  Swabs 

7 

(125) 

I'iilk  • . . 

...  213 

(133) 

Faeces 

...  235 

(71) 

Ice  Cream 

...  78 

(57) 

Blood  , , . 

...  8 

(23) 

Water  . . . 

...  157 

(162) 

Sputum 

Miscellaneous 

...  116 

...  88 

(171) 

(113) 
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Sewage  ... 

...  285 

(-) 

PAUSING 


Council  Houses 

In  process  of 

Completed 

Completed 

erection. 

12^ 

since  war 

Temporary 

- 

- 

- 

Permanent 

Traditional  Type 

4++ 

106+ 

455+ 

Non-Traditional  Type 

- 

- 

26 

Converted  into  flats 

' r. 

5 

N'umber  of  Council  Houses  (pre-war)  272 

Number  of  post  war  houses  completed  and  occupied  at  31.12.59. 

(excluding  the  converted  flats)  481+ 

Total  number  of  Council  Houses  at  31,12,59.  (excluding  the 

converted  flats)  753+ 

Standard  Grants 

Granted  14 | paid  2 

+ Includes  96  houses  for  A.E.A.  Staff  and  the  10  flats  in  Hawthorn  Road 
for  elderly  persons. 

++  This  is  A.E.A.  Staff  houses  in  course  of  erection. 


NATIONiiL  ASSIS'mCE  ACT  (Section  47) 

Two  cases  were  reported  to  me  under  the  above  Act  as  needing  care  and 
attention,  one  was  suffering  from  malnutrition  and  was  admitted  to  hospital 
voluntarily,  the  other  was  able  to  remain  at  home  with  the  help  of  the 
district  nurse  and  the  home  help  service. 


i'lffiUL/t^CE  SERVICES 

To  call  the  ambulance  for  routine  work,  ring  Dorchester  1761-3,  in 
an  emergency  ask  the  exchange  for  ambulance,  /always  state  urgency,  nature 
of  case,  full  address  and  which  ambulance  is  required,  e.g,  sitting  or 
stretcher  case. 


SWB'n'HNG  BATHS 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district. 
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PUBLIC  CLBiJ'^SING  - REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  refuse  disposal  site  is  about  three  miles  outside  the  Borough,  it  is 
well  maintained,  the  use  of  a bulldozer  has  been  a great  help  in  consolidating 
the  refuse  and  flattening  of  tinsj  regular  layering  and  covering  with  soil  is 
carried  out. 

The  rodent  control  officer  visits  the  site  and  regular  spra.ying  against 
flies  is  employed. 


SEWAGE  DlSPOSiX  ilTO  WATER  M/.II'JS 

I am  indebted  to  14r.  Davison  the  Borough  Surveyor,  for  the  following 
infonnation. 

Water  Mains  Laid 


Darners  Road 

New  6'*  main  replacing  3”  main 

70 

lin. 

yds. 

St,  Georges  Road 

Extension  3*’  main 

150 

11 

II 

Salisbury  Street 

New  2'*  main  replacing  defective 

3”  main 

45 

n 

II 

Bridport  Road 

Mew  2”  branch  main 

180 

ti 

II 

Dukes  Avenue  and 

Fordington  Green 

New  4*’  main 

230 

n 

11 

Maiden  Castle  Road 

Extension  4“  main 

80 

ti 

11 

Sewers  Constructed 

Fordington  Cross  to 

the  River  - Surface  Water  Sewer 

15**  diameter 

275 

lin. 

yds. 

South  Diversion  Sewer  - Foul  Sewers  9”  dia. 

90 

II 

It 

12”  dia. 

1760 

11 

It 

Sewers  and  Pumping  Station  constinicted  by  Dorset  County  Council 

and  adopted  by  Council  on  1st  July,  1959- 

Maiden  Castle  Road 

- Pumping  Station 

Foul  Sewer  6» 

150  lin. 

yds. 

Pumping  Main  4” 

220 

II 

It 

James  Road  and  Garfield  Avenue  - Foul  Sewer  9” 

350 

It 

11 

Sewage  Works 

Work  commenced  on  the  modernisation  of  the  sewage  works  at  Louds 

Mill 

. in 

June  1959.  The  scheme  is  quite  extensive  and  will  probably  not  be  completed 
until  1961, 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


A chemical  sample  of  the  water  supply  taken  by  the  Surveyor's  Department 
is  shown  below  and  it  is  of  good  quality. 

Close  co-operation  between  the  Surveyor's  Department  and  Health  Department 
is  being  maintained  on  results  of  bacteriological  samples. 


AI^YSIS  OF  A SA14PLE  OF  WATER 


CHEIIICAL  RESULTS  E!  PAIiTS  PER  MILLION 


Anmonia,  free  . • , . > • , • * 

" Albuminoid  ...  ... 

N rtntes  ...  ...  ... 

Nitrates,  as  Nitric  Nitrogen  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  mins,  at  80°E 
tt  ti  ”4  hours  " " 

Combined  Chlorine  ...  ... 

as  Sodium  Chloride  ...  ... 

Hardness,  temporary  ...  ... 

" permanent  ...  ... 

" total. ..  ...  ... 

Total  Solids  ...  ...  ... 

pH  value  ...  ... 


0.055 

0.069 

Very  slight  trace 
16.88 
0.385 
0.550 
22.0 
225.0? 

247.0 
7.6 

254.6 

363.0 
7.3 


Metals: 

Appearance: 

Odour: 


Iron,  copper,  lead,  zinc  absent. 

Colourless  and  clear 

None 


Free  Chlorine: 

Remarks: 

This  is  a clear,  bright,  hard  water,  containing  some,  but  not  an 
undue  amount  of  organic  matter. 

The  above  results  give  no  indication  of  pollution  and,  in  my  opinion, 
from  a chemical  point  of  view  the  water  is  eminently  suitable  for  both 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


6th  November,  1959. 


(signed)  Arthur  S.  Carlos 
Public  Analyst 
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IffiTEORDLO  GIGiL  DETAILS 


imR  1959 


Month 

Rainfall 

inches 

Rain  Fell  on 
days 

Sunshine 

hours 

Temp,  in  deg,  F. 

Maximum  Minimum 

January 

4.03 

15 

54.50 

51 

19 

February 

0.34 

1 

63.65 

57 

25 

March 

4.08 

16 

112.00 

59 

30 

April 

2.92 

15 

152.35 

62 

32 

May 

1.67 

9 

120.00 

77 

36 

June 

1.32 

12 

199.00 

74 

38 

July 

1.31 

6 

229.25 

85 

48 

August 

2.07 

6 

211.45 

82 

44 

September 

0.13 

1 

225.50 

81 

38 

October 

4.86 

14 

143.25 

75 

34 

November 

5.12 

20 

55.80 

60 

27 

December 

10.75 

17 

44.50 

53 

29 

38.60 

132 

1,611.25 

Totals  in 

1958 

44.79 

1,282.90 

1957 

46.67 

1,496.10 

1956 

41.60 

1,570.30 

1955 

44.07 

1,756.50 

The  year  1959  had 

the  lowest 

rainfall  since  1950 

except  for  1953. 

sunshine  ! 

hours  compared  very  favou 

rably  with  the  past  ten  years 

and  even 

November  we  had  55, BO  hours  of  sunshine.  However  we  reached  a minimum 
temperature  of  19*^  in  January  and  the  highest  was  85°  July,  On  the  whole 
this  was  a very  good  year  regarding  sunshine  hom-s. 
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Public  Health  Inspectors'  Office 
Telephone  (Office):  North  Square, 

Dorchester  934«  DORCHESTER* 

October,  I960* 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Coxmcillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Dorchester* 

Annual  Report  for  1959 > 

I present  for  your  consideration  the  following  report 
on  the  work  carried  out  by  your  public  health  inspectors  in  1959» 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Council  en^loyed  a 
firm  of  consultants  to  carry  out  an  Organisation  and  Methods  Survey 
of  all  the  Co-uncil's  activities*  The  firra's  report  was  awaited  with 
interest,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  the  systems  used  in  the 
Health  Department  were  accepted  as  satisfactory. 

Early  in  the  year  the  post  of  Second  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  was  advertised  for  the  fifth  time  and  three 
applications  were  reoeived*  It  appeared  probable  that  the  staffing 
of  the  Health  Department  would  shortly  be  a.dequate  to  deal  with  the 
problem  caused  in  particular  by  the  extent  of  the  wholesale  meat 
trade  conducted  from  premises  in  the  Borou^* 

'When  the  applications  were  before  the  Health  Committee 
for  consideration,  a letter  v\ras  also  before  the  Committee  in  which 
one  of  the  slaughtering  companies  intimated  its  intention  to  cease 
making  the  voliintary  payments  which  it  had  made  over  the  previous 
foxir  years*  As  a result  discussions  took  place  at  the  Health 
Committee  and  General  Purposes  Committee,  the  outcome  of  which  was 
that  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Council  in  May  the  policy  of  100 
per  cent  meat  inspection  was  abandoned,  and  the  appointment  not  made* 

The  policy  of  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  had  been 
operated  for  many  years,  first  with  the  assistance  of  inspectors  from 
neighboiaring  authorities,  secondly  with  financial  assistance  from 
neighbouring  authorities,  and  thirdly  with  voluntary  payments  from 
the  slaughtering  contractors  and  a grant  from  the  l^U.nistry  of 
Agricultiore,  Fisheries  and  Pood*  More  recently  we  again  had  assistance 
from  the  inspectors  of  a neighbo\aring  authority  and  I should  like  to 
take  this  opportianity  to  thank  them  for  their  help,  without  \^ich  we 
should  not  have  maintained  otot  100  per  cent  record  for  so  long*  After 
maintaining  its  record  of  100  per  cent  inspection  for  so  many  years, 
it  is  disappointing  that  the  Council  should  join  the  very  small  number 
of  authorities  which  do  not  achieve  this  standard* 
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The  Council’s  decision,  which  was  implemented  hy  a modified 
system  of  inspection  at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses,  resulted  in  local 
and  national  publicity.  The  matter  was  reconsidered  b3''  the  Health 
Committee,  which  recommended  a return  to  the  policy  of  100  per  cent 
inspection.  This  was  not  accepted  by  the  Council,  and  after  a visit 
by  one  of  the  Ministry’s  TschniccJ.  Officers  the  Health  Committee 
considered  and  recommended  the  setting  up  of  a meat  marking  scheme. 

This  also  was  not  accepted  by  the  Co;mcil,  which  decided  to  revert  to 
the  policy  of  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  and  to  enable  this  to  be 
done  to  appoint  a second  additional  public  health  inspector.  The 
appointment  was  subsequently  advertised  (in  I960),  but  the  two 
applicants  withdrew,  and  at  the  time  of  preparing  this  report  the 
position  remains  unchanged. 

Many  of  the  requirements  of  the  Slaxighterhouse  (Hygiene 
Regulations  and  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty 
Regulations,  which,  with  the  exception  of  certain  requirements 
regarding  construction  and  equipment,  came  into  force  on  1st  January, 
1959f  ar^3  matters  which  can  be  resolved  by  good  management  and  exaji5>le. 
The  progress  which  was  being  made  in  the  enforcement  of  these 
Regulations  was  mnde  more  difficult  to  maintain  by  the  introduction  of 
the  modified  system  of  inspection, 

A different  result  of  the  change  in  policy  v/as  to  allow 
more  time  to  be  given  to  other  public  health  duties,  and  the  surve3ring 
and  inspection  of  the  proposed  Mill  Street  Ko,3  Scheme  and  other 
clearance  areas  wa.s  commenced.  The  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 f 
introduced  Standard  Grants  for  the  improvement  of  pre-war  houses  by  the 
provision  of  baths,  wash-basins,  hot  water  systems,  larders  and  wate2>- 
closets.  It  is  estimated  that  vrarks  of  improvement  at  more  than  a third 
of  the  houses  in  the  Boroiigh  v/ould  be  eligible  for  a Standard  Grant, 

I would  like  to  conclude  by  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
members  of  the  Co\incil  for  the  support  received  and  to  the  chief  officers 
and  my  other  colleagues  on  the  staff  for  their  help  and  advice. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 


1.  INSPECTIONS  " 1959. 


Under  the  Housinp;  Aotas 
Inspection  of  dwelling-houses 
Ee-inspeotion  of  dwelling-houses 
Visits  re  overcrowding 
Unclassified 

Under  the  Food  & Drugs  Acts ; 

Sspection  and  visits  re  unsound  food 
Inspection  of  food  premises  (including  visits 
for  sampling  only) 

Visits  re  notified  or  suspected  cases  of 
food  poisoning 
Visits  to  slaughterhouses 
Visits  to  dairies  (including  visits  for 
sampling  only) 

Unclassified 


70 

229 

4 

22 


325 


88 

168 

16 

1,476 

64 

1 

1,813 


Under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

Inspection  and/or  testing  of  sev/ers/drains 

(including  soil  and  ventilating  pipes) 
Inspection  of  closets  and  cesspools 
Inspection  of  filthy  or  verminous  premises 
Inspection  of  public  conveniences 
Inspection  for  detection  and  abatement  of 
statutory  nuisances 

Inspection  and  sampling  of  v^rater  supplies 
Enquiries  and  visits  re  infectious  diseases 
Inspection  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Unclassified 


Under  the  Factories  Act; 

Inspection  of  factories 
Visits  to  outworkers*  premises 
Unclassified 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Dama/^'e  by  Pests  Act: 

(including  39  inspections  carried  out  v/hilst 

visiting  premises  under  other  Acts  but 
excluding  visits  by  the  rodent  operator) 
Other  visits 

Under  the  Shops  Acts; 

Under  the  Petrole\jm  Acts: 

Under  the  Pet  Animals  Actt 

Miscellaneous  i 


112 

15 

28 

2 

98 

24 

468 

8 


8 

1 

782 

9 

422 

445 


51 


51 

3,425 


The  total  of  3,425  inspections  includes  792  visits  made  by  the 
General  Assistant, 
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2.  CQKffLAIUTS  " 1959. 

Disrepair  of  houses  21 
Overcrowding  or  other  inadequate  housing  conditions  1 
Unsound  food,  or  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  food 

premises  9 
Defective  and/or  choked  drains,  sev;ers,  closets, 

cesspools,  etc*  24 
Verminous  and/or  filthy  premises  29 
Keeping  of  animals  in  insanitary  conditions  1 
Offensive  accumulations  or  deposits  3 
Other  public  health  nuisances  15 
Rats  and  mice  82 
Unclassified. 


185 


3.  MOTICES  - 1959 0 


I:ifonnal  Notices  Formal  Notices 


Served 

Complied 

with 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
londer)  Public  Health  Acts 

29 

35 

8 

1 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Housing  Acts 

2 

1 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Food  & Drugs  Acts 

29 

7 

mm 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Factories  Acts 

1 

5 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act 

1 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
lander)  Petroleiom  Acts 

6 

11 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Shops  Acts 

2 

Under  (or  preliminary  to  action 
under)  Clean  Air*  Act 

1 

0^ 

66 

6l 

10 

2 
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4.  HOUSING-, 
Clearance  Areas 


Action  with  regard  to  clearance  areas  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Clearance  and  Redevelopment  Committee,  which  met  three  times 
during  the  year.  The  rehousing  of  tenants  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  Housing  Committee, 

Sixty-four  properties  included  in  two  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  and  a Clearance  Order  were  demolished. 

Three  families  Y/ere  rehoused  from  the  "third  stage"  houses 
in  the  Mill  Street  scheme,  and  six  families  were  rehoused  from  other 
unfit  houses. 


Individual  Houses, 


Individual  lanfit  houses  are  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Committee, 
which  took  the  following  action: - 


Premises 

31  Glyde  Path  Road 

6 Mill  Street 
11  West  V/alks 

21  Colliton  Sti^eet 

5 Mill  Street 
10  West  Walks 
20  Mill  Street 

22  Millers  Close 


Action 

Undertaking  not  to 

Persons  displaced 

relet  accepted  by 
Council  5o5*59, 

5*^ehoused  27,4*59* 

do. 

2-Rehoused  18,5'*59, 

Undertaking  not  to 

relet  accepted  by 
CoTincil  8,  9, 59* 

4“Rehoused  8, 6, 59* 

Undertaking  not  to 

relet  accepted  by 
Coiincil  10,11,59 

5“Jiehoused  16,11,59* 

do. 

1-R.ehoused  23,11,59* 

do. 

1-Pehoused  26,10,59* 

Closing  Order  made 

by  Coxmcil  10, 11, 59* 

2-Rehoused  23,11,59* 

Demolition  Order 

made  13,10, 59* 

1-Removed  to  hospital 
(old  person)  25,11*59* 

do. 


23  Millers  Close 


4-Rehoused  28,7,39 


The  following  table  summarises  the  progress  made  in  the 
Oouncil*s  scheme  to  deal  with  228  houses  in  the  five  years  ending 
on  31st  December,  I960, 


The  action 

taken  up  to  31st  December,  1959>  was  as 

follows:- 

Demolished 

Closed^^^ 

Unoccupied 

(c) 

^ 'Occupied 

1st  Tear 

(57) 

43 

7 

2 

5 

2nd  Year 

(i^2) 

27 

3 

- 

12 

3rd  Year 

(if9) 

4 

22 

- 

23 

2fth  Year 

(4-0) 

- 

3 

1 

36 

5th  Year 

(40) 

- 

4 

4 

32 

Total 

228 

74 

39 

7 

108 

(a)  Under  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  Clearance  Orders,  Demolition 
Orders  or  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners, 

(b)  Under  Closing  Orders, 

(c)  Mo  formal  action. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Improvements, 

Repairs  to  housing  defects  were  completed  in  twenty-two  houses 
dioring  the  year.  Two  applications  for  an  Improvement  Grant  and  one 
application  for  a Discretionary  Grant  to  carry  out  improvements  were  not 
approved  by  the  Council,  Twenty-five  applications  for  a Standard  Grant 
were  received  by  the  end  of  the  year,  at  which  date  thirteen  had  been 
approved. 

Rent  Act,  1957* 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year.  One  imdertaking  to  carry  out  works  was  given  by  the 
landlord  of  the  property  concerned. 
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5.  K)OD  imasss. 

The  niauber  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  classified  imder 
the  principal  trade  carried  out,  is  as  follows 


Butchers  13 
Fishmongers  6 
Grocers  and  provision  merchants  33 
Bakers  and  flour  confectioners  4 
Greengrocers  12 
Confectioners  17 
Hotels  . 13 
Restaiorants  18 
Public  Houses  and  clubs  20 


138 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Food  & Erugs  Act,  1955^  at  31st  December,  1939^  and  of 
inspections  made  (including  visits  for  sampling)  is  as  follows 

Ho,  registered  Ho,  of  inspections 


For  the  sale,  or 
manufacture,  or  storage 
of  ice-cream 

31 

74 

For  the  preparation  or 
manufacture  of  meat 
products  or  preseiwed 
foods 

6 

16 

The  number  of  dairies  registered  xmder  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(General)  Regulations,  1939,  and  of  inspections  made  (including 
visits  for  sampling)  is  as  follows 


Distributors  with  premises  within  the  Borough  4 

Distributors  trading  from  outside  the  Borough  2 

Retaii  shops  selling  bottled  milk  only  24 

IK 

Humber  of  inspections  64 
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6*  FOOD  HYG-IM 


The  total  niimber  of  visits  to  food  premises  for  all 
piirposes  was  one  himdred  and  sixty~eight. 

Notices  vrere  served  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 

1955 j with  regard  to  the  follov/ing:- 

(a)  General  storage  arrangements,  preparation  surfaces,  fly- 
proofing  and  a hot  water  supply  at  a butcher’s  premises* 

(b)  General  cleanliness  and  improvements  at  a cafe. 

(c)  Conditions  at  twelve  stalls  in  Dorchester  Market  and  two 
stalls  in  Comhill,  referring  mainly  to  the  protection 
of  food  from  contamination  and  the  display  of  names  and 
addresses  by  venders# 

In  connection  with  the  Dorchester  Market  the  attention 
of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the  number  of  stalls  selling  refreshments, 
ice-cream,  meat,  poultry,  dairy  produce,  fruit,  vegetables  and 
confectionery,  and  to  the  lack  of  facilities  for  food  handlers  to  wash 
their  hands.  The  Council  was  recommended  to  consider  the  provision 
of  adequate  washing  facilities  (vd-th  hot  and  cold  wa.ter)  for  the  food 
handlers,  in  particular,  and  the  public,  in  general,  who  use  the  market# 

The  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  issued  two  Food  Hygiene  Codes  of  Practice  - 
"Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Meat  Trade"  and  "The  Ifygienic  Transport  and 
Handling  of  Meat'#’  Copies  were  made  available  to  wholesale  and  retail 
butchers  and  meat  transporters  in  the  Borou^# 

7#  FOOD  INSPECTION# 

Milk#  In  accordance  v\rith  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  Order,  195^>  all  milk  retailed  within  the  Borough  of  Dorchester 
must  be  specially  designated  milk,  i*e#  "Pasteurised",  "Sterilised"  or 
"Tuberculin  Tested"  milk. 

Fifty- two  samples  of  milk  were  taken: - 


Tuberculin  Tested 

Passed 

Failed 

Tubercialin  Tested  (Pasteinrised) 

33 

- 

Pasteurised 

19 

- 

”5^ 

- 
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A complaint  was  received  of  particles  being  present  in  milk# 
Microscopical  examination  of  the  milk  was  made  and  the  dairy  visited, 
and  the  cause  was  eventually  traced  to  a wearing  part  of  mechanism  in 
one  of  the  pasteurising  vats# 

Ice -ore  am#  Seventy-eight  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  the  results  of  which  were:- 


Bulk  Pre-packed 
Ice-cream  Ice-cream 

Provisional  Grade 
Provisional  Grade 
Provisional  Grade 
Provisional  Grade 


58 


Porty-four  saiiples  taken  from  the  supplies  of  five  manufacturers, 
including  the  principal  national  distributors,  were  all  placed  in  the 
highest  grade  (Provisional  Grade  l). 

Sandies  from  two  "local"  (outside  Dorchester)  manxifacturers  failed 
to  reach  the  standard  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  details 
were  submitted  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  districts 
in  vi:iich  the  ice-cream  was  manufactux-ed# 

Other  foods# 

i^mongst  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  were  the  following  :- 

(a)  Pre-packed  meat  sold  in  iinsound  condition#  (The  pack  vms 
sold  four  days  after  delivery,  and  not  opened  by  the 
customer  until  another  day  had  elapsed#  The  retailer  was 
warned  to  use  stock  in  rotation  and  advised  not  to  keep 
pre-packed  meat  longer  than  4-8  to  72  hours#) 

(b)  Canned  salmon  alleged  to  be  unsound#  (investigation  and 
sampling  of  similar  supplies  failed  to  substantiate  the 
conplaint#) 
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(c)  Pressed  tongue  alleged  to  have  caused  food  poisoning, 
(investigation  and  sampling  of  the  pressed  tongue  failed  to 
confirm  this  food  as  the  soiarce  of  infection.  The 
possibility  of  a skin  infection  of  one  of  the  shop  assistants 
infecting  the  food  was  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  taken  up  by  him  with  the  Company,  vdio  immediately 
transferred  the  assistant  to  other  duties  and  gave  strict 
instructions  to  prevent  a reciirrence.) 

(d)  Beetle  foiind  in  canned  fish.  (The  fish  had  been  canned  in 
South  America  and  after  the  Company  had  boon  warned  no 
further  action  was  taken.) 

(e)  Complaint  of  maggot  in  bacon.  (One  maggot  was  foixnd  and  the 
shop  visited.  No  further  infestation  wcls  found  and  after 

a warning  to  the  manager,  no  further  action  wan  taken.) 

(f)  Mould  in  clotted  cream.  (The  complaint  was  forwarded  from 
a Surrey  Borough  and  there  was  no  apparent  reason  for  the 
cream  being  mouldy.  The  shop  proprietor  was  asked  to 
ensure  that  supplies  of  cream  were  handled  in  correct 
rotation, ) 

(g)  Bruised  pork.  (The  pork  was  found  to  be  affected  with 
melanosis  and  the  shop  manager  v/as  asked  to  ensure  that 

meat  affected  with  this  condition  wa.s  not  sold.) 

T nound  food. 

The  quantities  of  food  found  to  be  unsoimd  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  to  the  department  for  disposal  are  shown  in  the 
follov/ing  table.  The  food  is  surrendered  at  the  office  of  the 
inspectors  and  disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 

Canned  or  other  pre-packed  foods;- 

797  lbs. 

503  lbs. 

336  lbs. 

109  lbs. 

61  lbs. 
lbs. 

35  lbs. 


Meat  or  Pish 
Fruit 

Vegetables 

Soup 

Milk 

Other  pre-packed 
foods 

Jam,  syrup,  etc. 


^294  packs ^ 
.379  packs  ^ 
342  packs. 
[[133  packs. 
2f4  packs, 

( 46  packs) 

( 26  packs) 
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other  foods: 


540  lbs. 
288  lbs, 
19  lbs. 
76  lbs. 
11  lbs, 
45  lbs. 


Mee.t,  bacon  and  meat  products. 

Fish 

Ohicken 

Vegetables 

Fat 

Confectionery 
Total  Weight:  2,862  lbs. 


8,  MEAT  INSPECTION, 

Two  premises  within  the  Boro\agh  continued  in  use  as  licensed 
private  slaughterhouses,  and  from  each  slaughterhouse  an  extensive 
vdiolesale  meat  trade  was  conducted. 

The  number  of  animals  slau^tered  in  1959^  (81,646)  showed 
an  increase  of  more  than  15  per  cent  over  the  numbers  for  1958 
(70,860),  and  once  again  to  achieve  this  throughput  the  slaughter- 
houses were  in  operation  over  long  hours  and  often  imder  congested 
conditions.  The  increase  in  the  numbers  of  animals  was  largely 
acco\jnted  for  by  a 34  per  cent  increase  in  sheep  and  by  a lesser 
increase  in  pigs.  The  n^umber  of  cattle  and  calves  fell  slightly. 

The  modified  system  of  inspection,  introduced  by  the  Coimcil 
in  May,  resulted  in  a proportion  of  the  throughput  at  one  slaughter- 
house not  being  inspected,  or  being  partially  inspected  only.  The 
following  figures  show  the  proportion  of  the  total  throughput  in 
the  Borough  inspected  in  the  year;- 

Full  inspection  54>2l8  (66.4  per  cent) 

Partial  inspection  5>292  ( 6.5  per  cent) 

Mot  inspected  22,136  (27.1  per  cent) 

For  the  financial  year  1959/1960,  the  Government  contribution 
to  the  Council  towards  the  cost  of  meat  inspection  was  calculated  at 
£324^  which  with  a contribution  of  £351  from  one  of  the  slaughtering 
companies  made  a total  income  of  £675*  Ihe  Government  grant  is  based 
on  the  numbers  of  carcases  examined  and  would  have  been  increased  by 
£404  had  all  carcases  been  fully  examined. 
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Ca3rcase3  and  Offals  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


i Cattle  1 
i ex. 
i Cows 

Cows 

1 

Calves  i 

j 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  1 
1 

Goats 

ISumber  killed.  j 

1 

i 

1,392 

1 

3,54L 

15,843 

36,853  ' 

23,998  ! 

19 

jpfumber  inspected  (fiolly)  j 

1,005 

2,422 

]if,209 

24,157 

12,407 

18 

Humber  inspected  (partially) 

162 

449 

177 

1,255 

3,249 

All  diseases  except 
Tubercxilosis  and  Cysticerci 

' 

Whole  carcases  condemned  j 

8 

80 

100 

60 

108 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
organ  was  condemned  i 

Dr 

532 

1,997 

137 

3,163 

2,783 

Percentage  of  the  number  ; 

inspected  effected  v/ith  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and  i i < 0-7 

cysticerci  ! 

72.3Jf 

1.65 

12.64 

18.46 

5.56 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Y/hole  carcases  condemned 

2 

5 

j 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  port 
organ  was  condemned 

Dr 

16 

1 

149 

1 

— 

477 

t 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.54 

1 

1 5-36 

0.01 

i 

3.05 

1 

t 

i 

1 

Gysticercosis. 

1 

i 

! 

1 Carcases  of  which  some  part 
organ  was  condemned 

or 

16 

1 

33 

- 

1 75 

- 

i 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

13 

» 

27 

J 

- 

j 

- 

i 

i 

j Generalised  and  totally 
! condemned 

» 

1 ^ 

j 

1 

j Total  number  of  cjircases 

1 affected  with  one  or  more  of 
j above  conditions 

562 

1 

■p,120 

238 

1 

! 

1 3,297 

3,326 

! 

j 

1 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease 

1 48*16 

i 

j 

73.81 

j 1.65 

1 

1 12.97 


21.24 

\ 

1 

1 5*56 
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The  approximate  weights  of  meat  and  offals  rejected  as  unfit 
for  human  consunpjtion,  together  with  the  comparative  figures  for 
previous  years  are  shown  "below: - 

Meat  and  Offals  rejected  (tons)< 

Tuberculosis  Other  Diseases  Total 


1951 

24 

19 

43 

1952 

19 

23 

kh 

1953 

18 

20 

38 

1954 

17 

16 

33 

1953 

17 

20 

37 

1956 

14 

31 

45' 

1957 

16 

39 

33 

1938 

37 

62 

99 

1939 

8 

31 

39 

The  nimiber  of  whole  carcases  rejected  as  unfit  for  human 
consunpttion  was  364  (0#6l  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  animals 
inspected)  con^^ared  with  4O6  (0«57  pear  cent)  in  1958.  Details  ore  shewn 
in  the  follovdng  table t- 


Cattle 
exo  CoviTs 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs  Goats 

Total 

1933 

13 

46 

13 

13 

39  1 

127 

Percentage 

(1.1) 

(2.1) 

(0.09) 

(0.12) 

(0.18) 

(0.24) 

1936 

18 

87 

97 

37 

166  - 

403 

Percentage 

(1.1) 

(5.2) 

(0.46) 

(0.17) 

(1.15) 

(0.66) 

1937 

14 

85 

127 

32 

138  - 

4L6 

Percentage 

(0.87) 

(5.84) 

(0.63) 

(0.23) 

(0.82) 

(0.68) 

1938 

12 

Ihl 

113 

37 

81  - 

2f06 

Percentage 

(0.71) 

(3.02) 

(0,68) 

(0.21) 

(0.40) 

(0.57) 

1939 

10 

83 

100 

60 

109  - 

364 

Percentage 

(0,86) 

(2.96) 

(0.70) 

(0.24) 

(0.70) 

(0.61) 
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The  principal  causes  for  the  rejection  of  the  3^4  Virhole 
carcases,  classified  in  terms  of  Memo,3A^e^^‘t>  were  as  follov/-s;- 

AIl  diseases  except  Tuoerculosls.  Cattle  Cov/s  Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Anaemia,  advanced 

ex„Cowso 

1 

2 

Bruising,  extensive  end  severe 

1 

7 

- 

2 

1 

Emaciation,  pathological 

- 

7 

1 

14 

3 

Fever  (including  salmonellosis) 

3 

8 

34 

4 

38 

Immaturity 

- 

- 

4 

1 

2 

Jaundice 

- 

- 

5 

1 

1 

Mastitis,  acute  septic 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Metritis,  acute  septic 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

Odour,  abnormal 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Oedema,  generalised 

1 

23 

15 

26 

8 

Peritonitis,  acute,  diffuse,  septic 

- 

- 

8 

1 

4 

Plc\arisy,  acute,  diffuse,  septic 

1 

- 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia,  acute  sex:)tic 

- 

2 

4 

1 

12 

Pyaemia,  including  joint-ill 

- 

8 

12 

- 

9 

Septicaemia  or  toxaemia 

1 

12 

11 

4 

17 

&fllne  erysipelas,  acute 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Tumours 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Uraemia 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  causes 

- 

3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

80 

100 

60 

108 

Tuberculosis 

Generalised  tuberculosis 

2 

5 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis  with  ema.ciation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

- 

- 

1 
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The  incidence  of  hovine  tuberculosis  is  shewn  in  the  table 
below,  which  illustrates  the  success  of  the  eradication  scheme  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food* 


Cattle 

(excluding  cows) 


Cows 


1951 

10  0 2 per  cent 

28,4  pel*  cent 

1952 

10*79  per  cent 

25*24  per  cent 

1953 

10j60  per  cent 

23*67  per  cent 

1954 

8.,01  per  cent 

18*98  per  cent 

1955 

8o26  per  cent 

17*21  per  cent 

1956 

6,82  per  cent 

13*67  per  cent 

1957 

9,31  per  cent 

15.19  per  cent 

1958 

12,14  per  cent 

26,14  per  cent 

1959 

1*54  per  cent 

5*36  per  cent 

Qysticepreus  Boyji^. 

All  cattle  were  subjected  to  routine  examination  of  the 
head,  tongue  and  heart,  and  forty-nine  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were 
found* 


Bead  (external  and/or  internal  masseter  muscles)  31 
Head  (pterygoid  muscles)  1 
Heart  lU 
Head  and  heart  3 


^4-9 

Forty  of  the  forty-nine  carcases  affected  with  localised 
cysticercus  bovis  were  submitted  to  cold  storage  (nearly  all  at 
premises  within  the  Borough)  and  kept  at  the  prescribed  temperatures 
before  mlease  for  consumption*  The  remaining  carca.ses  were  rejected 
because  the  butcher  refused  to  submit  the  carcase  to  the  approved  cold 
storage  treatment. 


The  incidence  of  cysticercus  bovis  in  cattle  examined  at  the 
Dorchester  slaughterhouses  during  the  past  nine  years  is  as  follov/s;- 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


0*65  cent 
0,74  per  cent 
1*60  per  cent 
0*6l  per  cent 
0*80  per  cent 
0,94  per  cent 
2,23  per  cent 

1.20  per  cent 

1.21  per  cent 


(28 

(31 

[70 
23 
27 
31 
68 
76 
49 


cases 
cases 
cases 
cases 
cases 
ca.se  s 
cases 
cases 
cases 


LaTjoratory  facilities 


The  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratoiy,  which  is  under 
the  direction  of  Dr*  G-.H,  Tee,  are  available  for  the  examination  of 
specimens  from  carcasses* 

9.  SLAUGHTER  OP  imhJLS  i-.GTS,  1958. 

T',''/en-ty~tvvo  slaughterraen  enployed  at  the  local  sla.ughterhouses 
were  licensed  to  slaughter  or  stun  co.ttle,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats  with 
a mechanically  operated  instrument  of  the  captive  bolt  pistol  type  or 
an  electricallj’-  operated  instrument  (electrolethaler)  • No  licences  to 
slaughter  horses  within  the  Borough  have  been  issued* 

10,  WATER  SbPPLIES, 

Twenty- two  samples  of  the  mains  water  supply  taken  by  the 
public  health  inspectors,  in  addition  to  samples  taken  each  week  by  the 
Water  Engineer,  v/ere  reported  on  as  satisfactory, 

11  o DRAINt  J.GE  , 

Fifty-three  visits  were  made  to  inspect  and  test  new  drains. 
Fifty-nine  visits  were  made  to  inspect  and  test  old  drains, 

12.  CLEAN  AIR  ilCT,  1956, 

HLans  submitted  for  approval  under  Building  Byelaws  and  Town 
and  Coxintry  Planning  Acts  were  examined,  and  where  it  appeared  that 
new  furnaces  were  to  be  installed  the  attention  of  the  applicants  was 
draTO  to  Section  3 of  the  Cleon  Air  Act,  1956, 

One  notice  of  proposal  to  install  a furnace  was  received,  and 
one  coa.l-burning  plant  v/as  converted  to  oil  burning. 

Seven  inspections  and  observations  of  existing  installations 

were  made. 


13,  FACTORIES. 

The  table  on  page  29  shov/s  the  number  of  factories  on  the 
Council’s  register  and  details  of  the  inspections  made.  Routine 
inspection  of  the  factories  in  the  Borough  was  not  carried  out. 

Notification  was  received  during  the  year  of  twenty-eight 
outworkers  who  were  employed  in  their  ovm  homes  making  v/earing  apparel 
or  nets.  The  notifications  in  the  "August  list"  are  indicated  in  the 
table  on  page  30, 
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FACTORIES  ON  THE!  COUNCIL’S  RECISTER  AND  DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


_ . Number  on 

Premises  Register 

TTT  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3#  4 & 6,  ^7 

are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 
(ll)Pactories  not 

included  in  (l)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authorities 
(ill) Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  3 

Authorities  (excluding 
outworkers*  premises) 


Inspections  Written  Occupiers^ 
Notices  Prosecuted 

2 - - 

6 1 - 

1 - - 


Total:  106  9 1 


Particulars 


FACTORIES  IN  li?HICH  DEFECTS  ^i?ERE  FOUND, 


Found  Remedied 


To  EM, 
Inspector 


Referred^  ^ ,, 

Inspector 


Humber  of 
oases  in 
which  pros- 
ecutions 
were 

instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  - 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation  - 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  " 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(a) lnsufficient 

(b) Unsuitable  or 

defective  ^ 

(c) Hot  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  - 

outwork) 


1 


Total: 


1 


6 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  - FART  Ylll 


(0TO70RK) 


1 i 

Section  110  i 

J 1 

Section  m 

iNo  * of  ! 

; out -workers  ! 

¥ature  j 

of  ! i 

Work  ty  1 

■ Section 

|110(l)  (c) 

0) QA 1 

lo,  of  i 

cases  of  j 

default  i 

in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No,  of  j 

prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

Mb,  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
uniThole- 

some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosec- 

utions 

(7) 

j 

Wearing  1 
apparel  A 
Making  ) 
etc , , ) 

Cleaning) 
and  ) 

Washing  ) 

1 (2‘ 

7 other  not if 

ications  re 
during  19 

jeived  at  otl 

ler  times 

Hets, 

other 

than 

wire 

nets 

1 

' 

■ 

All 
other 
types 
, of 
outwork 

■ 

\ 

t 

\ 

NIL 

1 

t 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

Total 

i ! 

2 : 1 

! 

1 

■ J i 

Oif.  CAMPINa  CONTROL. 

Licorices  were  issued  under  section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  to  three  persons  to  station  an  individual  caravan  for  permanent  use# 
A licensed  residential  site  for  twenty-nine  caravans  continued  in  use 
throughout  the  year*  This  site  is  provided  with  permanent  sanitary 
acconmodation  (three  water-closets  for  each  sex),  washbasins  and  mains 
water  supply*  The  vdiole  site  has  been  asphalted  to  form  hard  standings* 


-30- 


15.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 


Five  samples  from  the  River  Frome  were  taken*  All  the  san^jles 
indicated  that  the  river  v/as  heavily  polluted* 

Eleven  soirples  from  the  Children's  Paddling  Pool  in  the  Borough 
Gardens  were  taken  during  the  suimmer  holiday  period* 

The  investigation  of  the  sev/ers  to  trace  carriers  of  enteric 
fever  v/as  recommenced  in  January*  Two  hxmdred  and  seventy-five  swabs 
were  placed  in  the  sev/ers,  fifty-seven  of  which  were  pjositive,  and  two 
carriers  of  paratyphoid  fever  were  traced  and  cane  under  the 
surveillance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

16*  ROMT  CONTROL* 

The  Coiincil's  rodent  control  service  was  continued  on  the 
lines  of  the  scheme  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food*  No  chturge  is  made  for  the  destruction  by  the 
Council  of  rats  and  mice,  except  in  the  case  of  business  premises* 


Local 

Authority 

Premises 

Dwelling 

Houses 

inc.L.A* 

Houses 

All  other 
Premises 
inc* Trade 
Premises 

Agri- 

culture 

Total 

Total 

number  of  -i.  16 

Properties 

3,55k 

820- 

24 

4,433 

Number  of 
properties 
inspected  as 
a result  of: 

(a)Notification  15 

kS 

11 

3 

78 

(b)  Survey  1 

(c)  Otherwise 

76 

10 

•-i 

87 

(©*g*  when  ^ 

visited  for  some 
pther  purpose) 

32 

3 

- 

35 

Number  of 
properties 
inspected  foimd 
to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  12 

40 

11 

2 

65 

(b)  Mice  2 

1 

2 

- 

3 

Number  of  Infested 
Properties  treated 
by  the  L*A*  IZj. 

41 

13 

2 

70 
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In  K-rjxsh  a maintenance  tireatment  of  feventy-nine  manholes 
was  carried  out,  at  fifteen  of  which  rat  infestations  were  fo-und* 

In  September  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  undertalcen  at  thirty-six 
manholes,  the  bait  being  consumed  by  rats  at  six  manholes®  A 
maijntenance  treatment  of  thirty-six  manholes  wa-s  therefore  undertaken 
and  fourteen  manholes  vrere  found  to  be  infested® 

17.  'TO.QIOiTg  EREMISES. 

During  the  year  thirty-two  premises  were  disinfested. 

18.  RAG  FLOJfC  im  OTKSR  FILL1H3- FulTERIilLS  i^CT,  1951. 

Under  the  above  Act  five  premises  in  which  upholstery  is 
undertaken  are  registered  by  the  Oouncil.  Premises  within  the  Borough 
are  not  used  for  the  manufacture  or  storage  of  rag  flock.  Kb  visits 
of  inspection  or  sampling  \mder  this  Act  were  mn.de  during  the  year. 

19.  DEilLERS  IN  OLD  IvIETilS. 

Six  dealers  in  old  metals  are  registered  by  the  Council  xmder 
the  Public  Health  Acts  iimendment  Act,  1907*  ®b  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  during  the  year  by  yotrr  public  health  inspectors. 

20.  PEIROLETM  (REGUL/J?I0N)  ACTS,  1928  and  1956. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  fifty-three  licences  were  rene\ved 
in  respect  of  existing  petrolexom  installations. 

Twenty-nine  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  licensed 
installations,  and  twenty- two  visits  to  new  or  proposed  installations. 

21.  PET  AjmiiiLS  ACT,  1951. 

One  shop  w'as  licensed  by  the  Oouncil  under  the  a.bove  Act  for 
the  sale  of  pet  animals. 


f 
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